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LOWER TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

HISTORY



Lower Township is located at the southern tip of New Jersey and is the most populated township in Cape May County encompassing 27.4 square miles. It is home to approximately 23,0000 residents and the community consists of historic towns including Cold Spring, Erma, Fishing Creek, Villas, Schellingers Landing, North Cape May, and Townbank. The Township is home to the Cape May County Airport and the Cape May Lewis Ferry. Additionally, Lower Township is home to the third largest fishing fleet on the east coast. It is also rich with sights such as Naval Air Station Wildwood, Historic Cold Spring Village, and the Cape May Light House. Another great attraction would be the Atlantus, a concrete ship from World War I which has been a beautiful landmark at sunset beach. Another site that provides over three hundred years of Cape May County history would be the Cold Spring Presbyterian Church. The church was built in 1823 but the congregation dates all the way back to 1718. 


Lower Township is the site of two historic African American Cemeteries. Union Bethel Civil War veteran cemetery contains the graves of black men and women who served in the Civil War. Mount Zion cemetery is said to have graves of people involved in the Underground Railroad which has been linked to this area because Harriet Tubman worked for a time at a Cape Island Hotel.


Several nature trails lead visitors to various pond, costal, dune, marsh, and forest habitats where wildlife can be observed in Cape May Point State Park. The parks constantly changing atmosphere is a great destination to observe the fall bird migration. Higbee Beach Wildlife Management area is another great area for bird watching. The 1035 acre area offers a unique blend of several differential habitats including dune, forest and scrub-shrub. 

Lower Township consists of a management form of government, with an appointed Township Manager, a Mayor, a Deputy Mayor, and three Council Members.


Lower Township Police Department


The Lower Township Police Department was officially incorporated in 1955. The department has had five Chiefs John Knecht, Robert Denny, Don Douglass, John Maher, and Edward Donohue. The department started with two (2) full time Officers and two (2) part time Officers. The Department now has Forty six (46) full time Officers and approximately six Class II Officers.


Officers have operated out of three (3) different Police Stations in the department’s history. The first was on Seashore Road where Lower Township Department of Public Works is now located. The second was located on Bayshore Road in the Villas near Township Hall. The Police Department is now located in a large building in the Cape May County Airport Complex. The Lower Township Public Safety Building also houses the Lower Township Rescue Squad, Municipal Court and Fire Safety Bureau. The Lower Township Police Department  was one of the first Police Departments in New Jersey to have School Resource Officers assigned to it’s Grade Schools and High School and additionally one of the first agencies in New Jersey to be certified in Computer Voice Stress Analysis. 

The Lower Township Police Department participates in the highly trained Cape May County SWAT Team whose Officers must pass physical fitness and firearms tests several times a year. In 1994 the Police Department lost a member of the Lower Township SWAT Team when Officer David C. Douglass was shot and killed in the line of duty. David Douglass was the first officer killed in the line of duty in the history of Lower Township Police Department. Officer Rocco De Note was shot and wounded in the line of duty. Officer De Note is now a history teacher at the Lower Cape May Regional High School. The Lower Township Police Department was also one of the first departments in the County to implement a Community Policing Unit and bike patrols. The Lower Township Detective Bureau consists of a Detective Sergeant and five Detectives. The Command Staff at the Police Department is made up of the Chief of Police, two Captains, two Lieutenants, and six Sergeants. The Lower Township Police Department is committed to serving the citizens of Lower Township into the twenty first century as we have done, for over fifty years.  The Department in entrusted with the duel mission of maintaining a social order conducive to the lifestyle of our community and provide professional Law Enforcement services to all. In essence, our agency exists to both protect and serve all members of the community. It is through the diligent efforts of the members of our department that the citizens of the community develop a sense of personal security. They must be assured that timely and professional emergency assistance is continually available to them.

